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PREFACE 


Tiny tots are all attention. They prick up their ears with curiosity. 
Their eyes twinkle with joy. Their hearts leap up with delight. This rare 
transformation in usually impatient and flighty tiny tots is seen only when 
they listen to stories narrated to them by their elders. They insistently 
demand the narration of the same stories again and again. They love to 
reproduce these stories in their babyish voice and style. Even as they grow 
up, they love to read these stories repeatedly. Their conspicuous fascina- 
tion for stories has enthused us to bring out ‘Vikas Stories for Children’ - 
a series of seven books containing about one hundred stories which will 
surely delight them. 


Most of the stories in this series are gleanings from traditional sources, 
viz., Aesop’s Fables, the Panchtantra, the Hitopdesh, etc. Every story is 
graphically illustrated with beautiful multi-coloured pictures which 
fascinate children. 


Mr. C. K. Sampat, the chief editor and compiler of this series, has been 
a renowned teacher of the English language for more than three decades. 
By dint of his close association with children, he is fully acquainted with 
child psychology. So, the stories have been judiciously graded keeping in 


view the children’s interest and their comprehending abilities. Almost every 
story is concluded with an appropriate moral. It is hoped, these picturesque 
story books will not only entertain the children but also inculcate in them 
sublime virtues and wordly wisdom. 


We hope parents, as well as teachers, will appreciate our well-meant 
attempt and gladly introduce these books to their dear little ones. 
—Publishers 


The books in this series : 
(1) Pink Book (2) Green Book (3) Red Book 
(4) Yellow Book (5) Blue Book 
(6) Violet Book (7) Brown Book 


These books are also available in Marathi, Hindi, 
Gujarati, Bengali, Malayalam and Tamil. 


© All rights reserved. No part of this book may be copied, adapted, abridged or translated, stored in any 
retrieval system, computer system, photographic or other system or transmitted in any form or by any 
means without a prior written permission of the copyright holders, M/s. Navneet Publications (India) Ltd. 
Any breach will entail legal action and prosecution without further notice. 


S 


yor Children 


A collection of interesting stories written in 
simple and lucid language and illustrated 
with beautiful multicoloured pictures. 


Compiled and Edited by 
C. K. Sampat 
Fatima Picardo 
Illustrated by 


John Fernandes 


Price : Rs. 35.00 


CD 


NAVNEET PUBLICATIONS (INDIA) LIMITED 


CONTENTS 


The Peacock and the Crane 


The Crooked Tree 


The Wolf and the Lamb 


The Crows and the Pigeon 


The Saintly Tiger 


The Lion’s Share 


The Horse and the Donkey 


The Wolf and the Flute 


The Cat and the Fox 


10. The Mountain and the Mouse 
11. The Ugly Camel 
12. The Hare and her Friends 


Navneet PubBticartions (nba) LiMiTED 


Mumbai : Bhavani Shankar Road, Dadar, Mumbai-400 028. (Tel. 6662 6565 e Fax: 6662 6470) 


www.navneet.com e e-mail : publications @navneet.com 


Ahmadabad : Navneet House, Gurukul Road, Memnagar, Ahnmadabad-380 052. (Tel. 6630 5000) 

Bengalooru : Sri Balaji’s, No. 12, 2nd Floor, 3rd Cross, Malleswaram, Next to Hotel Halli Mane, 
Bengalooru—560 003. (Tel. 2346 5740) 

Chennai : 30, Shriram Nagar, North Street, Alwarpet, Chennai—600 018. (Tel. 2434 6404) 

Delhi : 2E / 23, Orion Plaza, 2nd & 3rd Flr., Jnandewalan Extn., New Delhi- 110 055. (Tel. 2361 0170) 

Hyderabad : Kalki Plaza, Plot No. 67, Door No. 6, Krishna Puri Colony, West Maredpalley, 
Secunderabad-500 026. (Tel. 2780 0146) 

Kolkata : 1st Floor, 7, Suren Tagore Road, Kolkata—700 019. (Tel. 2460 4178) 

Nagpur : 63, Opp. Shivaji Science College, Congress Nagar, Nagpur—440 012. (Tel. 242 1522) 

Nashik : Dharmaraj Plaza, Old Gangapur Naka, Gangapur Road, Nashik -422 005. (Tel. 231 0627) 

Navsari : 3/C, Arvind Nagar Society, Lunsikui Road, Navsari-396 445. (Tel. 244 186) 

Patna : 205, 2nd Floor, Jagdamba Towers, Sahdeo Mahto Marg, Srikrishnapuri, Patna-800 001. 

(Tel. 254 0321) 

Pune : Navneet Bhavan, 1302, Shukrawar Peth, Bajirao Road, Pune—411 002. (Tel. 2443 1007) 

Rajkot : 20-21, Jagnath Corner, B/h Dhanrajani Building, Yagnik Road, Rajkot-360 001. 

Surat : 1, Ground Floor, Shree Vallabh Complex, Kotwal Street, Nanpara, Surat-395 001. (Tel. 246 3927) 

Vadodara : Near Hanuman Wadi, Sardar Bhuvan Khancho, Vadodara—390 001. 


Printed by Maruti Printers, Anmedabad. 0921 


1. The Peacock and the Crane 


| Na Ree was very vain. He always boasted about 

his beautiful looks. Everyday he would go to the 
bank of a river. He would stand there and admire his 
own reflection in the water. 


He would say, "Just look at my tail! Look at the 
colours in my feathers! Look at ME! I must be the 
most beautiful bird in the world.” 


One day the peacock saw a crane on the bank. 
He looked at it and turned his face away. Then he 
rudely said to the crane, "What a colourless bird you 
are! Your feathers look so plain and dull.” 


The crane said, “Your feathers are surely beautiful 
and mine are not. But so what? With your feathers 


you cannot fly very high, while my feathers can carry 
me high up in the sky.” 
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2. The Crooked Tree 


E a forest there was a crooked tree. Its trunk and 
branches were odd-shaped. All the other trees around 
were straight and shapely. The crooked tree looked 
at them and said, "How fine and straight they are!” 
Then it added in a sad voice, "How unlucky I am! 
Why should I alone be crooked and ugly ?” 


One day a woodcutter came to the forest. He looked 
at the crooked tree and said, “This tree is absolutely 
useless for me.” He selected all the fine and straight 
trees and cut them down. 


Thereafter the crooked tree never felt sad for its 
ugliness. In fact, its ugliness had saved it from the 
axe of the woodcutter. 
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3. The Wolf and the Lamb 


nce a lamb went to a stream to drink water. As 

he was drinking water, a wolf also came there 
for drinking water. He saw the lamb and thought, “The 
flesh of this little one must be soft and sweet. I should 
catch him for my food.” 


So he went closer to the lamb and said, “You are 
making my drinking water dirty.” 


The lamb said, “No, it can’t be so, because the 
water is flowing down to me from your end.” 


The wolf said, “Don’t argue with me. Perhaps you 
are the same rude fellow who abused me last month.” 


The lamb said, “I was not even born last month.” 


The wolf said, “In that case, it must be your mother 
who abused me.” So saying, the wolf jumped upon 
the poor lamb and killed him. 
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4. The Crows and the Pigeon 


huge flock of crows became a great nuisance to 

a farmer. The crows would swoop down on his 
cornfield and destroy the crop. The angry farmer decided 
to get rid of them. 


One day he spread a net in his field. Then he 
scattered some grain on it. The crows saw the grain. 
They came down to eat the grain. They were caught 
in the net. The farmer was glad to see the trapped 
crows. He said, “You robbers, now you will meet the 
end you deserve.” Just then he was surprised to hear 
a pitiful sound of cooing. So he looked carefully and 
found a pigeon among the crows. 
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The farmer said to the pigeon, “How come you are 
in this gang? Anyhow, I am not going to spare you. 
You have chosen bad company and so you must suffer.” 
Saying so, the farmer whistled to call his hounds. The 
hounds came and killed all the birds one by one. 


BETTER BE ALONE THAN FALLING IN BAD COMPANY. 
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5. The Saintly Tiger 


Or upon a time there lived a very old tiger in 
a jungle. When he lost the strength and speed 
of his youth, he thought, “Now I can’t hunt any more. 
I must find out some trick to save myself from 
starvation.” 


After thinking for a long time, the tiger hit upon 
a plan. He proclaimed, “Now I am very old. Therefore, 
I will spend the rest of my life piously. I will live on 
fruits and grass and chant the name of God all the 
time. Birds and animals of the jungle need not fear 
me any more.” 


Some innocent animals believed every word of the 
tiger. “What a great saint!” they said. “We must go 


and pay our respects to him.” So every day a few animals 
went to meet him in his cave. The tiger jumped upon 
the innocent animals and ate them. Thus he managed 
to keep off starvation. 
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A fox came to know about the saintly tiger. He 
said to himself, “I can’t believe it. How can a tiger 
ever live on fruits and grass? I must go and find out 
the truth myself.” 


So one day the fox went to the tiger’s cave. He 
stopped at the entrance of the cave. Very carefully and 
minutely he examined the footprints of the animals 
who had visited the cave earlier. He noticed that all 
the footprints pointed towards the cave. There was no 
sign of footprints going out of the cave. So he said, 
“I don’t want to die to keep this false saint alive,” 
and went away. 


NEVER TAKE A SATAN’S WORDS FOR GRANTED. 
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6. The Lion’s Share 


nce a bear, a wolf and a fox went hunting under 

the leadership of a lion. Very soon they caught 
and killed a buffalo. The fox cut the buffalo into four 
parts. The animals were eagerly waiting to eat their 
shares. 
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Just then the lion roared, “Keep away from the 
kill and listen to me. I claim one part of the kill because 
I was your partner in hunting. I claim a second part 
because I was your leader. I claim a third part because 
I want it for my cubs. If any one wants the fourth 
part, come on, fight me and have it.” 


The bear, the wolf and the fox let the lion have 
all the four parts of the kill and walked away quietly. 


MIGHT IS RIGHT. 


Vikas Stories for Children (Brown Book) 1 1 


7. The Horse and the Donkey 


ne day a man was driving a horse and a donkey 

to the market. There was a heavy load on the 
back of the donkey. There was no load on the back 
of the horse. 


On the way, the donkey said to the horse, “Please 
share my load. It is very heavy for me.” 


The horse said, “Heavy or not, I don't care. It is 
your load and you must carry it yourself. Don’t ask 
me to share it.” 


The donkey said nothing. 


They walked on silently. After a while the donkey 
sank down on the road. His mouth was foaming. 
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So the man removed the load from the back of 
the donkey. He placed the whole load on the back 
of the horse. 


As they walked on, the horse thought, “I did not 
share the heavy burden of the donkey. Now I will have 
to carry the whole burden all the way to the market.” 


SHARE THE BURDEN OF OTHERS AND 
YOUR BURDEN WILL BE SHARED. 
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8. The Wolf and the Flute 


nce a wolf stole a lamb from a flock of sheep. 

As he was carrying it off, the lamb said, “I know 
you are going to eat me. But will you please fulfil my 
last desire before eating me ?” 


“What is your last desire ?” asked the wolf. 


The lamb said, “I know you are a very good flute 
player. I am myself very fond of hearing the music 
of a flute. So please play your flute before killing me.” 


So the wolf took out his flute and played it. 


When he stopped playing, the lamb said, “Beautiful! 
‘Beautiful! You can play the flute far better than the 
shepherd. I think you can play it better than anyone 
else. Please do play it once again.” 


The wolf was pleased to hear the words of praise. 
So he played the flute once again. This time he played 
it louder than before. 
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The shepherd and the sheepdogs heard the sound. 
They came running and caught the wolf. That was 
the end of him. 


The lamb ran back to its flock. 


PLAY IT COOL AMIDST DIFFICULTY 


AND YOU WILL FIND A WAY TO SAFETY. 
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9. The Cat and the Fox 


O nce a cat and a fox were discussing about hounds. 


“I hate hounds,” said the fox. 
“So do I,” said the cat. 


“They are swift runners,” said the fox, “but they 
can't catch me, I know many tricks to get away from 
them.” 


“What tricks can you perform ?” asked the cat. 


“A lot of tricks,” boasted the fox. “I can run along 
a thorny hedge. I can hide amidst thick bushes. I can 
hide in burrows. These are only a few of the many 
tricks that I can perform,” said the fox. 


“I know only one good trick,” said the cat. 
“How sad! Only one trick? What is it?” asked the 
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“I am going to do it just now. Look out, the hounds 
are coming,” said the cat and ran up a nearby tree. 
There she was safe from the hounds. 


The hounds chased the fox. He tried one trick after 
another. But the hounds caught him at last and killed 
him. | 

“My one trick is better than all the tricks of the 
poor fox,” said the cat to herself. 


IT IS BETTER TO BE A MASTER OF ONE ART 
THAN TO BE A JACK OF ALL TRADES. 
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10. The Mountain and the Mouse 


ne day there was a battle of wits between a 
mountain and a mouse. 


The mountain said, “What a poor little thing you 
are!” 


The mouse snapped, "I know I am not as big as 
you are. But, then, you are not as small as I am.” 


’ 


“Big size has big advantages,” said the mountain, 
“I can stop the clouds sailing across the sky.” 


“So you can,” agreed the mouse. “But you can't 
stop me from making big holes in your very foundation, 
can you?” 


The tiny mouse outwitted the mighty mountain. 


BIG OR SMALL, EACH ONE HAS HIS IMPORTANCE. 
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11. The Ugly Camel 


nce there lived a camel who had a bad habit of 

making funny comments on the looks of other 
animals and birds. He never spoke a good word about 
any of them. 


To the cow he said, “Just have a look at yourself. 
What an ugly looking animal you are! When I look: 
at your bones, it seems to me they will tear through 
your skin any moment.” 

To the buffalo he said, “You must have surely 
offended the Creator and so He has painted your entire 
body with the coal black colour. Your crooked horns 
make you look uglier still.” 
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To the elephant he said, “You are a cartoon among 
all the animals. The Creator must have made you in 
one of His humorous moods. All the parts of your body 
are out of proportion. Your huge body is tagged with 
a bit of a tail. Your eyes are so small, and ears so 
big. I had better not say anything about your trunk 
and legs and other parts of your body.” 


To the parrot he said, “The Creator has shown 
His sense of humour through the hooklike red beak 
of yours.” | 


In this way the camel always jeered and sneered 
at one and all. 
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Once the camel chanced to meet a fox who was 
very outspoken and blunt. The fox said to him, “O 
camel, give up your dirty habit of commenting on others. 
Just find some time to look at yourself. You have a 
long face, stonelike eyes, yellow and dirty teeth, legs 
like crooked sticks and an ugly hump on your back. 
You are the ugliest among ugly animals. Other animals 
have a fault or two each, but yours outnumber and 
outclass them all.” 


The camel hung his head in shame and walked 
away Silently. 


LOOK AT YOUR OWN FAULTS RATHER THAN 
AT THOSE OF OTHERS. 
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12. The Hare and her Friends 
hare had many friends. She often met them, talked 
with them and even helped them in her own 


capacity. One day the hare herself got into trouble. 
A pack of hounds chased her. 


After a long chase, the hare was completely tired. 
With great difficulty she managed to hide herself behind 
a thicket. However, she was afraid that the hounds 
would sniff the ground and find her out soon. Unless 
one of her friends came and helped her, she would 
surely die. 


Just then, she saw her friend, the horse, trotting 
along the road. unin Sa 


22 HEE Vikas Stories for Children (Brown Book) 


The hare requested the horse, “Dear horse, some 
hounds are after me. Please carry me on your back 
to a safe distance or else the hounds will kill me.” 


The horse answered, “Dear hare, I wish I could 
help you. But I am in a great hurry. Here comes your 
friend, the bull. Please ask him and he will surely 
‘help you.” 


The hare requested the bull, “Dear bull, some 
hounds are after me. Please carry me on your back 
to a safe distance or else the hounds will kill me.” 


The bull replied, “Dear hare, I wish I could help 
| you. But my friends are waiting for me in the pasture, 
so I must go. Here comes your friend, the goat. Please 
ask him and he will surely help you.” 


The hare requested the goat, “Dear goat, some 
hounds are after me. Please carry me on your back 
to a safe distance or else the hounds will kill me.” 
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The goat replied, “I wish I could help you. But 
my rough coat will hurt you if you sit on my back. 


Here comes your friend, the sheep. Please ask him 
and he will surely help you.” 


In this way, many of her old friends passed by 
the way and the hare requested everyone of them for 
help. But everyone gave her one or the other excuse 
and went away, leaving the poor hare to her fate. 


The hare said to herself, “In my good times, I had 
many friends. Now in my bad times, I have none. All 
my friends are only fair-weather friends.” 

After some time, the hounds came there and killed 
the poor hare. How sad that she died the way she 
did, though she had many friends! 


FAIR-WEATHER FRIENDS ARE NO FRIENDS. 
A FRIEND IN NEED IS A FRIEND INDEED. > 
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HITOPADESH 


(A set of five books) 


CLASSIC LITERATURE FOR 
CHILDREN 


Hitopadesh, originating in 
ancient folklore, still holds a 
unique place in world 
literature. The stories from the 
Hitopadesh are a source of 
knowledge and worldly 
wisdom. Morals of these 
stories will encourage our 
young readers to develop 
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HITOPADES ‘s 
= aaa i 2 mind-set. 


The stories in these books 
are written in simple and 
well-structured language and 
illustrated with beautiful 
pictures. 


Also available in 
Gujarati, Hindi & Marathi. 
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in Hindi, 
Marathi 
& Gujarati. 


Children love listening to stories told by their 
grandparents. They never get bored of 


hearing them. This set of five books will 
provide excellent reading material for 
children. In fact, they would love these stories 
even more if their elders read out these stories 
for them. 
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These stories will give children immense 
pleasure of reading and also enrich their 
minds with moral values. They are really a 
treasure-house of wit and wisdom. Beautifully 
produced, these books must form a part 
of each and every child's library. 
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